
9-5-17 
Good evening Pinckney families:  
 
PTO Potluck- 
Our yearly FREE PTO potluck is this Friday, Sept. 8; 6:00pm to 8:00pm.  The PTO 
provides free hotdogs/buns, families can provide a side dish to share.  We will set up 
tables and chairs on our school blacktop, playground for an evening of music, fun and 
food.  We hope you will put this on your family calendar. Besides, who can turn down a 
free hotdog? (that was a rhetorical question and meant mostly for 8 year olds) 
 
Hero of the Week: 
Elizabeth Jennings Graham--Her activist actions led to desegregation of streetcars & NY 
transit system, and she started a kindergarten for African American children. 
https://www.biography.com/people/elizabeth-jennings-graham-0914151854 
 
Pick up and drop off 
Just a reminder--- the Lawrence Police Department has asked that Pinckney families not 
park in the alley behind Bob’s Import.   Other reminders, please have your child sit on 
the passenger side so he or she can get in or out from the sidewalk.    8:00am is the 
tardy bell and announcements are at 8:05am.   
 
LPS Student Survey 17-18:  
The Lawrence Public School District has partnered with the KU Child Behavior Lab to 
conduct a student climate survey.  We are asking parents of youth in Lawrence Public 
Schools to allow their children to participate. If you say yes, your child will be asked to 
answer a series of questions while at school. This information will help professionals and 
the school district to identify ways to improve the school environment for LPS students.   
 
The University of Kansas is administering this school climate survey to 3rd through 12th 
graders only.  No students in these grades will complete the survey without parent 
consent.  Parents can provide consent by completing the permission form online via at 
http://bit.ly/KULPS OR turning in a signed copy of the consent to Pinckney’s school 
office.  You can contact the KU Child Behavior Lab at (785) 864-7830 or at 
ChildBehaviorLabKU@gmail.com with any questions you may have.  
 
I have attached a copy of the parent permission form; a hard copy is also coming home 
with your child by Wednesday evening.  Only students with parent permission forms will 
participate in the survey.  (survey is for grades 3-5) 
 
Here is a FAQ—This question and answer was created by Kansas University to address 
questions staff, students and parents might have:  
 
Q: Does data collection occur during the school day? 

http://bit.ly/KULPS


A: Yes, data collection will occur during school hours. However, our team will work with 
each school to determine a time that would be the least intrusive to students’ learning. 
Please contact Jon Poquiz (jon.poquiz@ku.edu) to coordinate times for data collection. 
 
Q: How long does data collection take? 
A: Data collection in its entirety will take approximately 30-35 minutes to complete.  
This time will include having youth who do not have consent leave the room, passing 
out survey login information, student assent, and survey completion. 
 
Q: What does data collection look like? 
A: Data collection will vary slightly across elementary, middle, and high schools. 
Generally, data collection will occur in classrooms or in other school rooms that 
accommodate higher occupancies. A minimum of two members from the KU Child 
Behavior Lab will administer surveys in each room. Surveys will be completed via 
electronic devices (e.g., laptops, tablets). Only students with parental consent can stay 
in the room during the surveys.  Additionally, no school personnel will be allowed in the 
room in which surveys are being administered. 
 
Q: Why are school personnel not allowed in the room during survey administration? 
A: School personnel, including teachers, will not be allowed in the room during survey 
administration to ensure confidentiality and reduce bias in students’ responses. 
Teachers will be able to wait outside their classroom with non-consented students until 
survey administration is complete.  
 
Q: What happens to those students whose parents did not consent for them to 
participate in the survey? 
A: Students without consent to participate will be asked to leave the room in which the 
survey will be administered. They will be asked to wait with their teacher and/or school 
personnel outside the room until the surveys have been completed. 
 
Q: What happens if a student who has consent from their parent decides to not 
participate in completing the survey?  
A: If this scenario occurs, the student will be asked to wait outside the room with the 
other student and school personnel until survey administration is completed.  
 
Q: Will we have someone to review the results of the survey with us? 
A: Yes, the research team at the KU Child Behavior Lab will summarize and review the 
results with school personnel. Additionally, based on the results, the team will have 
implications and suggestions for school personnel on how to address the results of the 
survey.   
 
 
 
 

mailto:jon.poquiz@ku.edu


Pinckney Pinkie Promise— 
We developed this promise last year and are continuing it this year.  The Pinckney Pinkie 
Promise came from our staff work on equity and our desire to unite our students 
around the theme of diversity and acceptance.  Pinckney has a diverse student and 
family population.  I believe it is one of the best things about Pinckney.   
 
As a school principal, I make decisions for kids with a keen eye to the personal, 
immediate and local (one of the 6 tenants of our district equity work).  The question we 
answer daily is how can we guide our students to become both “book” smart and 
“heart” smart.  Each day at Pinckney M,T, Th, F, students spend the first 40 minutes of 
the day meeting with classmates in homeroom.  They participate in lessons from the 
district social skills curriculum, Positive Action, and other activities that focus on 
teamwork, respect for themselves and others and making their world a better place.  
 
Our staff has reviewed the promise with students these first few weeks. The symbol we 
use to represent the pledge is a yellow heart sticker.  If your child comes home with a 
yellow heart, he or she was given it by a staff member for demonstrating the pledge.   
 
PACERS—We are still taking permission slips for Pacers run/walk; Pacers is every 
Monday and Friday 3:05-3:35pm. All students are welcome to participate, but must 
have a signed permission slip.  We love parent volunteers and/or parent walk/runners!   
 
 

Upcoming dates: 
Thursday, Oct. 5—Picture Day 
Friday, Oct. 13—No students, staff plan day 
Tuesday, Oct. 17—Title Family Night 
Thursday, Oct. 19—Movie Night 
Friday, Oct. 20---No students, district PD day 
Tuesday, Oct. 31—students and staff walk to Lawrence Memorial 
Hospital—Halloween Parade 
Friday, Nov. 3—No Students, teacher records and reporting day 
Wednesday and Thursday, Nov. 8 and 9—Parent teacher conferences 
Friday, Nov. 10—no school, staff and students 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


